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The year started with the

spread of a highly contagious
omicron variant of SARS CoV2,
although less severe compared
to the earlier variants. Our
country has made extraordinary
progress in COVID-19 vaccina-
tion in a short period of time.
However, expansion for the cov-
erage of mass vaccination of
marginalised population with
poor access to services remains
to be addressed. During these
unprecedented and challenging
times, PHRS team in Odisha and
Jharkhand has shown immense
commitment and has tirelessly
provided support to the district
administration in managing
COVID 19 and extended support
in mobilising community for
vaccination. We have worked
closely with the district health
teams to support COVID 19 vac-
cination among the marginal-
ised community and in far flung
areas.

In Odisha, during this period we
expanded the vaccination pro-
gramme to 5 blocks in two dis-
tricts namely- Rayagada, and
Malkangiril. In December 21,
the efforts taken by the district
teams were recognised and

appreciated by the Nabrangpur
district administration and our
district team was also felicitated
during an event- ‘Surakshit Hum
Surakshit Tum Abhiyan’ by Shri
Kamal Lochan Mishra, OAS
(Special Secretary), District Col-
lector and District Magistrate .
Apart from COVID 19 related
activities, we have also been

successfully running creches in
Odisha under our programme
entitled ‘Mainstreaming créches
to reduce malnutrition in Od-
isha’ and this has led to commu-
nity demand for creches in the
state. A delegation of mothers
from the Padampur village in
Koraput and Kalyansingpur
block in Rayagada approached
the District Collector to extend
their support for continuation of
creches in their villages. A con-
tinuous effort is being made to
mobilise resources for the
creches through various
sources. Our intervention in ur-
ban areas in Puri districts has
also demonstrated the efforts
taken toward accelerating ac-
tions on non communicable dis-
ease to promote good health.
With support from GAIL Gas Ltd
and district administration, the
PHRS team in Puri organised a
free NCD screening and referral
camp in Urban Primary Health
Centre, Baliapanda. The camp
supported free medical consul-
tation and referrals for non-
communicable diseases.

We also congratulate Mr
Shahnawaz Khan, Senior Pro-
gramme Coordinator for pre-
senting a paper on “Impact of
COVID-19 pandemic on nutri-
tional status of children be-
tween 6 months to 3 years en-
rolled under créche program in
southern Odisha” at the
‘Delivery for Nutrition in South
Asia 2021’ conference.

A heartfelt thanks to entire
team, network members and
partners for their support.
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NEWS FROM THE SECRETARIAT

Series on Nutrition and Early
Childhood Care to Life- The
Bastion Magazine

Dr. Vandana Prasad and Dr.
Dipa Sinha contributed their
insights for bringing up a two
part series on nutrition and
early childhood care to life to
‘The Bastion’ magazine. The
series were on the topics:

Raising Healthy Children is
Society’s Responsibility, Not
Mothers’ Alone by Dr Vandana
Prasad and Prof Dipa Sinha:

In this series Dr. Vandana and
Dr. Dipa explained the
measures that need to be taken
by the government to address
the numerous nutrition and
health challenges faced by the
children, pregnant women and
lactating mothers. Dr. Vandana
discussed about the im-
portance of nutrition during

Executive committee meet-
ing

PHRS executive committee
meeting was held on 22nd Oc-
tober 2021. During this meet-
ing discussions were held on
the increasing attrition of hu-
man resources as the project
is on the verge of closure. A
proposal on salary increment
was shared with the EC mem-
bers. A detailed discussion on
accounts and admin issues,
various proposals submitted
and ongoing project activities
was also done. The members
also discussed to organize a
meeting with PHRS team
members in Jharkhand to de-
cide the further course of
PHRS run creche in Jharkhand.

Roundtable- Policy on Man-
datory Food Fortification

the critical peri-
od of growth in
children espe-
cially among children under 2
years of age. They also dis-
cussed the impact of COVID-19
on the food security as the An-
ganwadi centres has been
closed for almost two years
now and suggested for services
and AWC to restart with fair
degree of care. A brief insight
on the inclusion of breakfast in
the mid-day meal program for
school children was shared
and major bottlenecks in right
to food for children and moth-
ers were also discussed.
https://thebastion.co.in/
interviews /raising-healthy-
children-is-societys-
responsibility-not-mothers-
alone/

Counting on Créches: How
Community-led Interventions
Can Create Lasting
Change with Dr Vandana Pra-
sad:

Dr. Vandana Prasad was invit-
ed as a key participant for a
roundtable on “Policy on Man-
datory Food Fortification” on
25t October 2021, organised
by Bharat Krishak Samaj at the
India International Centre,
New Delhi. The roundtable
involved discussions on:

1. micronutrients/ nutrition
malnutrition and fortifica-
tion in that context

2. Nutrition/conflict of inter-
est/ decentralized alterna-
tives and business

3. Production, processing and
themes around it

Governing Board Meeting

PHRS 12t Governing Board
Meeting was held on 18t De-
cember 2021 on a virtual plat-
form. During this meeting, de-

Dr. Vandana Prasad discussed
about the creche model that
addresses malnutrition among
children under three years of
age. She talked about setting
up of the creche model along
with the series of Participator
Learning and Action with the
community on health and nu-
trition to demonstrate child-
care services for young chil-
dren. She described créches as
the resource centres for chil-
dren and mothers where
young children are taken care
of. She further talked about the
importance of involving the
communities in such programs
in overcoming the burden of
malnutrition while the govern-
ment can provide support in
training, capacity building and
allocation of resources.
https://thebastion.co.in/film/
counting-on-creches-how-
community-led-interventions-
can-create-lasting-change/

tailed discussions were held
on the financial and organisa-
tional updates of the organisa-
tion. The board was apprised
on the income and expendi-
ture and organisation’s turno-
ver of the financial year 2020-
2021. The board was updated
on the human resource status
and status of all the ongoing
projects along with their dead-
lines. A brief discussion was
held on the status of new pro-
jects submitted to various or-
ganisations such as the expan-
sion of OPNIP PMU and com-
prehensive nutrition work in
Odisha. The board members
during the meeting also paid
their respect to Ms. Radha
Holla for her contribution and
support to PHRS.
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NEWS FROM ODISHA
PROGRAMME UPDATES J cErTIFICATE [ |

Mainstreaming Créches to o Mmberetp

reduce malnutrition in Od-

isha fclic Meaddh  Qesoovce Nedworke
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Resource Network have been e o e e

recognised by the district ad-
ministration of Nabarangpur
for their support in combating
COVID-19 pandemic in the dis-
trict. Shri Kamal Lochan Mish-
ra, OAS (Special Secretary),
District Collector and District
Magistrate felicitated the dis-
trict team on 13t December
2021 during the programme
meeting of ‘Surakshit Hum Su-
rakshit Tum Abhiyan’. The dis-
trict administration is coordi-
nating this abhiyan with the
support of Niti Ayog and Pi-
ramal Foundation. PHRS has
been supporting the pro-
gramme as a member of the
Aspirational District Collabo-
rative for the period of 2021-
22.

Communities demanding for
créches

A delegation of mothers of
children under three years of
age from four villages of Pa-
dampur GP of Koraput district
led by the Sarpanch met Sri
Abdal M Akhtar, IAS, Collector
and District Magistrate, Kora-
put on 2nd December 2021 and
. submitted a letter for continu-
_ation of the créches in the vil-
lages. The creches are current-
, —= - ly being run and managed by
=L . Sy ~_ PHRS and APF and are sched-
. uled to be phased-out after
< - May 2022. A second delegation
~ s & - of mothers from  Kal-
~ yansingpur block of Rayagada
district met the Block Develop-
ment Officer for continuation
of the creches with support
from the Government of Od-
isha.




Participation in nutrition

conference

An abstract titled “Impact of
COVID-19 pandemic on nutri-
tional status of children be-
tween 6 months to 3 years en-
rolled under creche program
in southern Odisha” was se-
lected for presentation at the
‘Delivery for Nutrition in South
Asia 2021’ conference.

The focal area of the presenta-
tion was ‘Impact of COVID-19
on infant and young child feed-
ing practices, diet quality, food
security, nutritional outcomes’.
The presentation was done by
Mr. Shahnawaz Khan from
PHRS on 1st December 2021.
The presentation highlighted

Impact of COVID-19 on SAM

the change in the strategy of
the implementation of the pro-
gramme ‘Mainstreaming
Creches to Reduce Malnutri-
tion in Odisha’ and the impact
of the COVID-19 and subse-
quent lockdown on the nutri-
tional status of the children

children
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Training of Nutrition Coordi-
nators on e-Kalika (MIS for
créche programme)

e-Kalika is a Management In-
formation System for the
creche programme currently
being used for 150 PHRS-APF
run creches under the pro-
gramme “Mainstreaming
Créches to Reduce Malnutri-
tion in Odisha”. e-Kalika has
now been up scaled by the
Government of Odisha as the
MIS platform for every creche
in the state as a part of the 5T
programme. ST&SC Develop-
ment, Minorities and Back-
ward Classes Welfare Depart-

identified as SAM enrolled in
the creche programme. A com-
parison of SAM children en-
rolled before the pandemic
was made with the ones who
got enrolled in the creche pro-
gramme during the lockdown
period.

Ewven though the
percent of SAM
children shifting their
wasting status has
decreased during the
lockdown period,
73% children had
positive grade shifts
in a community
based setup

19 2020 and June 2020 to June 2021 have been taken for anppsESCGMD 19 period and during COVIENS period respectiv ely
Each child has been enrolied in the creche for at least four months
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Significant at p<0.0001 32.5%

Significant at p<0.0001 21.7%

ment, Government of Odisha
has taken over 25 créches in
the PVTG villages and also has
a plan to open new creches
across the state in the PVTG
villages under the “Odisha
PVTG Nutrition Improvement
Programme (OPNIP)” pro-
gramme. e-Kalika would be
used as the MIS platform for
these creches as well. In this
context, a two-day residential
training was conducted on 29t
and 30t November 2021 for
17 nutrition coordinators
working at the micro project
agency level in 12 districts of
Odisha. PHRS as part of the
PMU-OPNIP facilitated the ses-

Av gDuration at Min Duration at
creche creche

8.0 4.0 121

10.4 4.5 12.9

sions of the training pro-
gramme.




“Capacity Building to im-
prove the health and nutri-
tion status of women / ado-
lescents from the underpriv-
ileged community of Puri
district, Odisha”

In the current quarter the pro-
gram team had an intense en-
gagement with the women col-
lectives (SHGs) in the interven-
tion areas of two urban slums
of Puri. The change vectors
actively transacted the micro
modules during the PLA meet-
ing cycles with the handhold-
ing support of the program
facilitators. The PLA meeting
cycles for six micro-modules
has been completed so far. Be-
sides, the program facilitators
have been conducting the
home visits, counselling,
growth monitoring in coordi-
nation with the frontline work-
ers of health and ICDS includ-
ing documentation of case
studies.

SHG-AWW-ASHA interface

Training of Trainers (ToT)
of the program facilitators:

Three day training was organ-
ised for the program facilita-
tors in Bhubaneswar from 13t
to 15t November. The mod-
ules on gender, early marriage,
adolescent health and wellbe-
ing, reproductive health with
focus on adolescents, rights
and entitlements were trans-
acted in the TOT with the ac-
tive support of the state re-
source team members Ms Swa-
ti Das, Ms Pramita Satapathy,
Ms Swagata Tarafdar, Mr Dillip
Basantray and Mr Satya Pat-
naik. The training ended with
an interactive session with the
national team in with queries
of the program facilitators re-
lating to the training as well as
in the field were responded by
Dr. Aditi Hegde.

As an impact of the PLA meet-
ing cycles and other follow up
measures by the CVs and the
PFs there has been an increase
in the number of SHG women
and community members in
accessing the public health fa-
cilities and the ICDS services.
Increased access to public
health facilities enabled them
in identifying the service deliv-
ery gaps as a result of which
women collectives demanded a
face-to face discussion with the
frontline workers to under-
stand the reason behind these
service delays. Therefore look-
ing into the demand of the
community the PFs with the
support of the CVs have been
organising interface/
convergence meeting between
the women collectives and the
FLWs of health and ICDS de-
pending upon the need to min-
imize the service delivery gaps.
From our SHG-FLW interface/
convergence meetings it was

seen that a lot of service deliv-
ery gaps have been addressed
however certain gaps require
intervention at the administra-
tive level. Based on the experi-
ence of interfaces/meetings
the team has started approach-
ing the concerned higher au-
thorities of health and ICDS
and the municipal corporation
to address the identified is-
sues.

Meeting with the adolescent
girl

With the PLA meetings the
need for separate meetings for
adolescent girls was felt. Thus
the Program facilitators re-
operationalised the Advika
sessions/ Kishori Balika meet-
ings and started engaging with
the adolescent girls in the com-
munity. Discussions on adoles-
cent nutrition, health and hy-
giene takes place now in the
field in presence of the front
line workers.



Health camp on screening,
counselling and referral of
NCDs
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Public Health Resource Socie-

(PHRS) in collaboration
with NHM and GAIL Gas Ltd.
organised a health camp for
screening, counselling and
referral of NCDs among the
residents of Baliapanda and
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Penthakata slum on 28t No-
vember 2021 at UPHC, Balia- through the health camp on
panda, Puri. The camp was NCDs.

attended by officials namely A team of two doctors, three
Mr. Ashok Kumar Sitha from ANM, two pharmacist and two
Integrated Child Development support staff from the UPHC
Services (ICDS), Dr. Pradyut Baliapanda were appointed
Swain and Dr. Sunil Tarai from for the camp. The Programme
National = Health  Mission Facilitators and the Change
(NHM), Ms. Dipti Das from Vectors supported the camp

mia and obesity were also
high. The disease burden of
NCDs in the community indi-
cated for immediate measure
to be taken to curb the in-
creasing burden of NCDs in the
community. The camp con-
cluded with closing remarks
from Mr. Anandmoy Pradhan,

Child Welfare

Committee
(CWC) and the staff from GAIL

Gas Ltd along with Mr.
Anandmoy Pradhan, DGM,
GAIL Gas Ltd.

Awareness generation activi-
ties were done in advance to
create awareness in the com-
munity and mobilise the com-
munity for the camp. The chief
guest, Mr. Anandmoy Pradhan
addressed the participants of
the camp in the inaugural ses-
sion and briefed about the ca-
pacity building programme in
the urban slums of Puri dis-
trict. He further expressed the
benefits that would be en-
tailed by the community

by ensuring registration of the
participants and guiding them
for the check-ups.

Parameters like height,
weight, blood pressure were
recorded in the camp along
with blood glucose and hae-
moglobin.  Following this,

based on the results, the doc- |

tors of the UPHC prescribed
the medicines and advised a
follow-up visit to the partici-
pants of the camp.

A total of 106 participants at-

tended the event. The results |

of the camp showed that sig-

DGM, GAIL Gas Ltd in which he
appreciated the efforts taken
by PHRN in organising the
health camp and stressed on
the needs of such camps in
improving the health status of
the commumty

nificant proportion of people &

were hypertensive and diabet-
ic. The disease burden of ane-
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Convergence for Vaccination youth facilitators were felici- forts in mobilizing the commu-
tated by the district admin- nity during vaccination cam-
The district administration has istration for their excellent ef- paign.

Campaign in all districts

been seeking help of Tejaswini
Project team for supporting
them in door to door campaign
for COVID vaccination. In all 6
districts namely  Palamu,
Chatra, Koderma, Deoghar,
Pakur and Godda; the team
members of Tejaswini have
worked hand in hand with the
front line workers of health
department, ICDS and Jhar-
khand State Livelihood Promo-
tion Society (JSLPS)to achieve
immunisation targets of the
district.

Some of the team members
have also supported the dis-
trict authorities in the control
rooms. Several Tejaswini Pro-
ject block level representa-
tives, cluster coordinators and

Convergence for Apke Adhi-

kar Apki Sarkar Apke Dwar

program

Tejaswini team have mobilised
the community in several dis-
tricts to participate in Apke
Adhikar Apke Sarkar Apke
Dwar program. Through this

LS

program efforts have been
made by different depart-
ments namely health and fami-
ly welfare, women and child
and social security, rural de-
velopment, agriculture to con-
verge for extending their ser-
vices to the community.

o
v
|

Tejaswini Project teams have
extensively participated in
these camps along with the
AGYWs and their families to
access the services and linkag-
es have been established for
aadhar related issues, bank
account, vaccination , e-job
cards etc.

Efforts for linkage with voca-
tional training and business
skills

In all the 6 districts a list of
eligible AGYWs has been gen-
erated who will be taken for
the Psychometric Assessment
under the programme guide-
lines. The psychometric as-
sessment test (PAT) is being
taken through an app devel-
oped by Jharkhand Women
Development Society and is
being operated by each Youth
Facilitator in the clubs with
the identified AGYWs. The as-
sessment will now lead to skill
related trainings for the
AGYWs.



Tejaswini- a support system
for adolescent girls to re-
spond and fulfill their aspi-
rations

It started in the month of No-
vember 2019. The adolescent
girls and young women aged
between 14 years to 24 years
came together for clubs. One
club in the catchment of two
AWC. They listened to the
youth facilitators and cluster
coordinators patiently during
7 days induction training and
series of meetings.

Their aspiration was high and
were too eager to address their
concerns with the help of the
platform in the form of clubs.
They were happy as they got
some free time from routine
household chores assigned at
family level. On one hand
COVID-19 restricted them for
few months due-to restrictions
imposed. On the other hand
the clubs received seed grants
and establishment cost (Rs
25000). They planned and
started to act together for ad-
dressing the social barriers.

[ am sharing one of the story of
change [ witnessed. Recently
state team of JWDS visited few
clubs in Deoghar for evaluation
of progress achieved in the ca-
pacity of AGYW. In Madhupur,
three clubs came together to

meet the state team. Post inter-
action, the clubs started their
performances such as poetry,
skit, song, dance etc.

We were worried for state
team as it was getting late and
they were supposed to return
back to Ranchi. At 4.30 the

Cluster Coordinator Nikhat
Parveen decided to end the
programme.

After group photo and chant-
ing of Tejaswini slogans we
started dispersing. State team
left and came on road in their
car. We also started to leave.

‘\\‘t.\\\\ -i:}?-‘.

But the club Nemobad Lalgarh
with its peer leader Kanj Fathi-
ma blocked the road and
forced the state team and us to
see their performance before
leaving. Again at the meeting
place we settled down to see
their performance. It was a
very nice group dance perfor-
mance. We appreciated them.
They told us “ Hum Log
Tejaswini hai aur humari baat
to sunna hi padega”.

It became very happy moment
for all of us. This change within
them started nearly a year
back when they decided to
play football like other com-
munity girls and women were
playing in nearby clubs. They
started playing football in
proper outfits. One powerful
person of the village revolted.

He is practising village doctor
(RMP / quack) and Maulana of
the area. We faced lots of prob-
lem and were almost rejected
by the community but the club
stood firmly and revolted
against the Maulana and com-
munity on the issue of playing
football. Since then they are
engaged in several issues such
as sex determination, foeticide,
dowry, education of girl child
etc.

These days we have many such
clubs, peer leaders and AGYW
who are becoming vocal to
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place their opinion, raise their
concern and almost ready to
move towards better social
and economic empowerment.
The project has identified sev-
eral AGYW who were keen to
restart their education e.g De-
oghar 1070, Godda 590 and
Pakur 450. But during pre-
assessment for starting bridge
education we found drop out
in significant number e.g. De-
oghar 335, Godda 158 and
Pakur 188.

At the beginning we were wor-
ried for decline in family sup-
port. Then we decided to do
home visit and start counseling
of parents. Within fifteen days
we are so pleased to share
some of the field reports of
Field Coordinator Bridge Edu-
cation.



Case Studies

¥ gl wH fres #ifex
Frarasel st # TC jamujhar-
naki Dropout AGYW  fasr
T ST grhST '@ e
TE oAt fSegiv Pre test {2 offi o=
qEHE F T war =@er &
RIS =T T AT 37 9ETS e
F o 7aT w2 = o7 e @ of
o TH AT &7 9gd 97 F19 € qH
FTH SISHL TRTE FLA(T Al =L AT
FH F9 R v & el i &
I Y FHT IqT T ST gg 39+
qT qgET AY A e & e
Y T AT 7 ff 0 g0 A ST
T AN g T HANT a9r ey

#F afrar & TrREge & e
Fifeaer g1 | o fHaars Faeet
T 5 TFA I A3 AGYW &
et || o 78 uE "Er
TATRT 21 § S e A7f | et
AT aTd FAT gF @ 6 off &
TEAT W e @y 3 e gy
o U €, U wATE e & AN
THFT TSl FIAT & dF T Agl
Tt TEE FAT FGA ST 2 A
T TR O = H TR o)
g F IEar aars A oA TR
ardt & FE 3w AT AL To©
THHN AT T AR, S T8
TFA ST § Al 2 A T ST
1067 #=7 F o @few gome
JSfEaedr qRATSET F AT |

q He qr ML SR ZH AN ET AT AT TZ-Tord T & STHTAT
Fou F U oaem &% wmr @1 oneft TR Tew R oSw R AT
& <d AT UEAT AR B a9 a7 9eq diforw, R 9w #7 Sw
et gl e #9 ST AT AT @A EI F a1 ar F FT Rl A
FAATATI ITHT AT TZ AAT FT Tl AT HIH T 6 gl AT 3 AR
ff % o9 78 ug forg #% FT 9@ &7 997 @9 99HT € el gl
FOM| AT | FGgd 9T FH g, AT TT SA(HL SHAT AT AT T2 AT
TE TS T B wHATET A ST 3 g

orF 9 ATg # & 1047 U™ w forw 99 g1 T oW W 37 % 91
STt T8k o 3T &7 9 | U aieil 316 gl g7 UH a1 9% § a1d
AT T TAT qel G| 38 T&15 FT ofd @ ¥ 386 a9 § Hf,
F form &y & H2 A i R THEl 9B & o G g
TET HT GRS T &1 A 9T TEAT AT § Al g9 TH &L UEIu
araer T off T agT & I AT A7 979 F F ST § SEHIE Al
THI 9T AT AT T 9T F g T ey Of geeht e 39|
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AT | AIAT IUATH Al At =0 AT ITF =agL F T TF Hf FAAF AU (I ATH-THL & FTATT AT

qRrSET Y IUAfsd F AL W TR AT H gl IHAr 3 a A TH H F? AT IAA AT g AH-AEE AT
JAET AT® @ g, SN F qH AT e araEia & G 9ar 99t 9fd a9 T G923 T8 9F w0 A
ISfEaet Fa FRART H Teear 6 It 7 SHH ATl 27 T I AN H A6 F | G99 wr oA F §
AT g giEar # e ¥ oaog & SEedl wers w v R R uErE qF 67 U6 H qE 4
e wggH gl & foAt At gt F I GA TEAT ATET KA THaAdl AT T&T T FA T JawT 7t
IE I AT Faa K YF & w1 T TR #f a99 F FRO 394 a1 ¥ #4Y O agd g7 s@Ew 2
FaraT & arad Faa T AGYW & 9gTs el T8 2| 99 | qgar ar R #9 AL 399 3997 IHE 97
Y ST [T a7 vl T § A 98T w7 ag o7 FF g2 fha" /{1 a1 S8+ 734 sreat <o a1
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qe a7 7 e §eeerEl SEr F9 9 Aol Al A=l AEes (Q@l  FhT =1 ITHi FHT T7H o 2|

TET A qH fAds g\ o@m S| R #Er ozaar A @ e

A off g2 9 gl § 9 a7 WA qHAET F A9 AT WET W F ooqq: §4 Ugd wer T |
T Tt AT| TR 59 & a8t TgAT a1 URTS g% AT af SUE 2 97 a9 GhAreer 6 3uetey g1 A gW
qH AIRAT gAAE gEET # SO ST #wrRT mw ff grm " o forgd & @ s ar s

TEATE o § TR % 71aT f9ar &7 S| THE S Jare F16 gor {4 I {Uar 37 veftarsesey A
A A AT F G § S W gUI aSfead |t TS Said (AT SHATAT 7 Usfiaressed AT Iqh
Fra R ar 3 fRat d9 et &g & Amitha SrarTeay Faa A fOar S w9 T e fer ag |
=7 F AU o wEd us vHr oo g o A g A1 e g9 F fow G @ g Fe
ForemrY oft ST ST Y T FACT U AT IAT AAT o6 ATGHA Y AT IAHT EAHe ¥ foram sty
Arft 31 3T TR TEATE FAS H AqTET g OMAT § UG AAH TH

TATI IAHT off 2 WA 799 § ohd S+ | = @t off g 5+




NEWS FROM CHHATTISGARH

Extract adapted from the up-
coming chapter:

Nandi S. & Das N. (2022). Chap-
ter: Impact of Covid-19 on
health and the health system:
Glimpses from Chhattisgarh. In
“COVID-19- A View from the
Margins” Yogesh Jain and Sa-
rah Nabiya (Eds). New Delhi:
Manohar Publications

Failure of the Private Health
Sector

Private hospitals had initially
shut down their services com-
pletely. There were reports of
private hospitals throwing out
patients, who they suspected to
be COVID-19 positive. Later,
services were resumed for non
-COVID patients, and even then
there were several reports of
patients being turned down.
There were also instances
where patients from private
hospitals were transferred to
AIIMS Raipur medical college,
when the patient became criti-
cal. In Durg, a private hospital
was converted into a govern-
ment COVID care centre.

Later on, the Chhattisgarh
Health Department also hired a
third-party contractor to run a

STAFF NEWS

Sulakshana Nandi participat-
ed in the 10th Global Confer-
ence on Health Promotion for
Well-being, Equity, and Sus-
tainable Development organ-
ised by the WHO. She was a
panelist for the technical deep
dive session on ‘Health equity-

COVID dedicated hos-
pital at the ESIC
building in Raipur at
a subsidized rate. While there
have been some cases of pa-
tients having to incur some out
-of-pocket  expenditure for
medicines in government hos-
pitals, services were mostly
free. On the other hand, the
expenses incurred in private
hospitals have been cata-
strophic. Chhattisgarh govern-
ment had announced price
caps for COVID-19 treatment in
private hospitals, but the
amounts were several times
higher than the same packages
under the state government’s
health scheme.

Moreover, the rates fixed by
Chhattisgarh Health Depart-
ment were much higher than
many other states, such as Ra-
jasthan, Maharashtra, Telanga-
na, Andhra Pradesh and Kerala.
The state health department
failed to hold the private hospi-
tals accountable for providing
treatment at rates fixed under
DKBSSY/AB-PMJAY.

As a result, most patients ad-
mitted to private hospitals
have had to pay exorbitant
amounts. Despite the clear evi-
dence on the private sector
failing to provide services, or
engaging in price gouging dur-
ing the pandemic, Niti Aayog,
central government and many

the foundation for well-being’
on 14 December 2021. She
spoke about the role of civil
society in health promotion
for wellbeing and in reducing
health inequities.

Publication
Dasgupta R. et al. (2021) Uni-
versal Healthcare and Univer-

state governments have pro-
ceeded to implement public-
private partnerships for hand-
ing over public hospitals to pri-
vate sector medical colleges.

PMJAY for non-COVID ser-
vices

Under PMJAY even the other
claims decreased drastically
during the pandemic. During
ten weeks of the lockdown,
there was more than a 51 per
cent decline in the average
weekly claim numbers, com-
pared to 12 weeks before the
lockdown, and a 76 per cent
reduction in the claimed
amount in the early period of
the lockdown. There was also a
3 per cent shift in claims for
women both before and after
the lockdown. For conditions
(such as pneumonia, respirato-
ry failure, fever, etc.) that may
be related to COVID-19, there
was a 68 per cent decline in the
number of claims in the first
week of the lockdown.

While part of the reason for
this may have been due to the
inability of patients to travel
for treatment due to the lock-
down, the major reason was
that the private hospitals sus-
pended their services or re-
fused to admit patients under
the PMJAY.

salising Health Insurance: Ex-
amining the Binary Through
the RSBY/MSBY in Chhattis-
garh. In: Qadeer 1., Saxena K.B.,
Arathi P.M. (eds) Universalis-
ing Healthcare in India.
Springer, Singapore.
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GLIMPSE OF THE QUARTER

Public Health Resource Net-
work (PHRN) is a growing
network of individuals and
organizations with the per-
spective of strengthening
technical and management
capacities to take action to-
wards the common goal of
‘Health for All'. Its main ob-
jective is to contribute and
strengthen all efforts directed
towards the goal of ‘Health
for All’ through promotion of
public health, social justice
and human rights related to
the provision and distribu-
tion of health services, espe-
cially for those who are gen-
erally left underserved. PHRN
is currently working directly
in the states of the states of
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and
Odisha and has contributed
to the on-going work of
strengthening public health
systems in other states
through its partnerships with
other institutions.

Public Health Resource Socie-
ty (PHRS) is the core group
that has initiated the net-
work. PHRS is a national level
organization that is regis-
tered in Delhi under Societies
Registration Act 1860 (Act
XXI). It comprises of a small
group of members and full
timers that provides leader-
ship to the network as well as
functions as its secretariat.

PUBLIC HEALTH RESOURCE
SOCIETY

K 65, Hauz Khas Village, Hauz
Khas, New Delhi-110016
Contact No.: 011 26868118,
01142576337



